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POLICE FORENSICS FACILITY 
Statement by Minister for Police 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Police) [2.01 pm]: The Liberal–National government has 
committed additional funding of $29.6 million over the forward estimates period to meet the continued increased 
demand for forensic services. This funding will enable WA Police to meet the rising costs of forensic laboratory 
services, drug analysis, toxicology and physical evidence testing services provided by PathWest and the 
Chemistry Centre (WA). PathWest provides a critical forensic laboratory service to WA Police, essential to 
maintaining its front-line service to the community of Western Australia. 
As the sole state government DNA testing service, the PathWest forensic biology laboratory provides a high-
priority, rapid turnaround service for serious crime and significantly assists in reducing investigation times and 
preventing further offences. A strong forensic DNA profiling capacity is essential for WA Police to maintain its 
front-line service. DNA profiling technology is now a critical front-line investigative tool for WA Police and 
plays a significant role in the investigation of high-volume property offences such as vehicle theft and burglary. 
It is especially valuable in the primary identification of unknown offenders, victims and missing persons. The 
laboratory also plays a critical role in the identification of deceased persons following a mass fatality disaster. 

The Chemistry Centre also provides an essential laboratory service to WA Police, performing analytical and 
consulting services pertaining to drug analysis, traffic-based toxicology testing, and physical evidence, including 
testing of fibre and glass, and paint analysis. The application of new technologies, coupled with increased DNA 
analysis techniques, has provided increased opportunity for forensic resolution of offences. 

In 2012, the National Institute of Forensic Science—NIFS—endorsed the introduction of improved technology 
for DNA analysis throughout Australia. This technology, introduced in Western Australia this month, 
significantly increases the sensitivity and effectiveness of DNA testing procedures and provides increased 
opportunity for the resolution of both volume and major crime. As a result of the increased sensitivity of the 
DNA analysis process, an increasing number of samples are being recovered from crime scenes. This increasing 
crime scene response, coupled with a “back-capture” process that considers the re-examination of historical 
samples in cold case matters, requires continuing development of analytical capacity. The development of 
specialised analysis techniques for synthetic cannabis and other emerging illicit drugs remains a priority for the 
Chemistry Centre. 

The WA Police forensic division has also implemented new and sophisticated forensic technology, including 
computerised LiveScan fingerprint technology, laser mark recovery equipment, and three-dimensional crime 
scene scanning. The application of this technology, coupled with increased DNA analysis techniques, provides 
increased opportunity for forensic resolution of offences but requires an increase in the examination duration and 
resources at the point of crime scene examination. 

This government will continue to support PathWest and the Chemistry Centre in providing critical forensic 
laboratory services to WA Police in a bid to further drive down the crime rate. 
 


